Clean Miles Profile — Heather Stilner

Howard County Environmental Sustainability Board member, resident, and
Clean Miles Club member Heather Stiltner shares her experience driving a
plug-in hybrid vehicle below:

Our family made the electric transition two years ago with the purchase of a
used 2018 Chrysler Pacifica Plug-in Hybrid (HPEV). Living in a townhouse HOA
without driveways, we can’t charge at home and rely on public chargers, so a
hybrid was the winning choice. The van is large enough to accommodate our
growing children and can drive about 30 miles on battery charge with an
average of 30 miles per gallon on gasoline (not bad for a minivan).

At the time of our purchase, we didn’t consider buying a full EV due to
concerns about charging accessibility. Local charging infrastructure has
improved since that time, but we have observed an increase in EV drivers as
well. While this is great news overall as more people switch to EV, it does
mean that we can’t always charge as frequently as we’d like.

Despite these obstacles, our plug-in hybrid has been a good vehicle for us and
has allowed us to begin transitioning to EV driving. We also like it for long-
distance trips through places where EV charging is still sparse. Our hope is
that our next vehicle purchase will be a full EV, for primary use as a commuter
vehicle.



	Clean Miles Profile – Heather Stilner

