Clean Miles Profile — Elissa Reineck

Howard County resident, Office of Community Sustainability staffer, and
Clean Miles Club member Elissa Reineck purchased a Hyundai Kona in
September 2025 and shares her experience below:

After several years owning two plug-in hybrids, | recently “graduated” to a full
electric vehicle. Although we liked the plug-in hybrids and | recommend them
as away to ease into EVs, | started becoming frustrated when each car would
run out of electric miles. The switch to gas was quite dramatic in how loud and

unresponsive the car became when running on gas.
- —— .

| traded my 2017 Kia
Optima PHEV for a
used 2023 Hyundai
Kona. There are a lot of
used EV deals to be
had and the ranges on
them are now
excellent. When | was
shopping three to four
years ago, that wasn’t
the case.

The Kona range was listed at 256 miles, but | have found a full range is actually
about 290 miles. Since I’'ve gotten it, I've had no range anxiety at all. My car is
still covered under the original 10-year battery warranty (so approximately
eight years left for me) and is definitely an upgrade. Although I’m not really a
car person, I’m surprised how fun itis to drive! It is peppy and gives me
confidence that | can accelerate out of trouble if needed. The “sport” mode is
especially quick.

Having owned each kind of vehicle (gas, plug-in hybrid, and now fully electric),
| highly recommend going EV and am willing to talk to potential EV drivers, just



email me. Our plug-in hybrids had about 27 miles of electric range, then
switched over to a hybrid-mode fueled by gas. A hybrid eliminates potential
range anxiety and we found that we spent a lot less on gas since the battery
covered most of our daily mileage. The downside of a plug-in hybrid compared
to a fully electric vehicle is that you still have to do oil changes, emissions
testing, and all the other maintenance that comes with a gas car, plus you
usually have to charge it every day. | was able to charge on a regular outlet
(120 volt) in my garage.

Getting a full EV was a personal decision for me. | like the idea that I’m not
contributing to greenhouse gases and other tailpipe emissions. My dad had
COPD before he died and it was awful. Reducing air pollution, especially the
particulate matter that exacerbates asthma and COPD, is important to me
and it makes me feel good to do something about it.
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