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After patiently waiting for the specific model that I wanted to become available, I 
obtained my electric vehicle (EV) in December 2023 . My wife and I have been Lexus 
fans for many years, so I jumped on one of the first Lexus RZ-450e models available in 
this area, and after 16 months 
of ownership, I am still very 
much a satisfied customer. 

It didn't take much to 
motivate me to switch to an 
EV.  First, as a retired engineer 
I believe clean energy and 
reduced vehicle emissions are 
absolutely necessary for our 
planet's future. Secondly, I am 
what many call a “first 
adopter” of new technology.  
Athough I do not necessarily 
buy the very first edition of 
anything new on the market, I am not too far behind in wanting to try out new things. 
So EVs are right “up my alley”. 

I really love the quiet, effortless EV driving experience. Although my vehicle is an 
intermediate sized SUV, it is exceptionally zippy, and whether driving on the open 
highway or in heavy traffic, it literally jumps at my command. With an installed Level 2 
charger in my garage, charging the vehicle is also very easy.  Then I save money by 
charging during the night with reduced rates. Additionally, I get 3.5 to 4.0 miles per 
kilowatt hour which equates to around 5 cents per mile. 

For prospective EV buyers I have a few items to note. The decision to own an EV 
definitely depends on your living and driving situations. Range anxiety is a primary 
concern for many, but if you mostly drive locally or even around Maryland, range is not 
typically a problem. Besides, most families have a second non-EV which allows for 
longer trips when needed. Having a charger at home or readily available to you is a 
definite plus. The overall cost of ownership of EVs is also much lower than other  
vehicles with almost no maintenance costs and low driving costs. It should be noted 
that heavy use of vehicle heating or cooling can decrease mileage by up to 30%, but 
onboard displays are useful for monitoring differences. I have no comparisons on the 
costs of insurance for Evs versus other vehicles, but insurance is currently greatly 
increasing for everyone regardless. 




