Clean Miles Profile — Britta Hahn

In this first installment of a new series profiling members of Howard County’s
Clean Miles Club, we hear from Office of Community Sustainability Energy
Analyst, Britta Hahn. Britta purchased a Nissan Leaf SV Plus in November
2024.

My decision to switch to an electric vehicle (EV) was a long time coming. My
discomfort driving my old gasoline car had been steadily rising, knowing that
its carbon footprint is about four times larger than that of an equivalent EV

(despite an EV’s higher manufacturing emissions, see Just How Dirty is Your
EV?). Considering the rise of cost-competitive EV options, the time seemed
ripe last November, and | am looking back on five months of blissful marriage
to a zippy little electric hatchback.

There wasn’t much to get used
to, other than the beautiful
quietness of the ride. At speeds
below 25 mph, the car is
designed to make an ethereal
humming sound, which | think is
a safety feature, and which has
prompted our kids to
affectionately name it “the
spaceship.” When driving by a
gas station, | still find myself

wondering if | should stop and
fillup since | haven’t done so in a while. This is not to say that | miss the
experience, and frankly, the oil and gas industry is one business category |
enjoy no longer supporting.

| have no illusion about the scale of the impact that my driving electric has on
keeping oil in the ground. And yet, “the spaceship” was the single most



impactful consumer decision | could have made to reduce our family's
greenhouse gas emissions. As an energy analyst, | enjoy running the numbers
in my head as | am driving. For example, | just skipped my 20th tank of gas,
which avoided 1.8 metric ton of carbon dioxide (MtCO2) and only added 0.4
MtCO2 from electricity. It also saved close to $600 in gas, plus one avoided oil
change.

| am just one person, driving one car, but it does feel good to be part of the
solution. Transportation is the nation’s largest greenhouse gas-emitting
sector, and we cannot curb global climate change without retiring gasoline
and diesel vehicles. Vehicle electrification is the one strategy in this sector
that has begun to scale and be broadly available, but with less than 2% of
light-duty vehicles on the road to date being electric, it needs to accelerate.
Federal policies may create headwinds right now, but EV adoption remains a
matter of consumer choice. | choose electric.
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