Howard County is a clean energy and energy independence leader. We executed
Maryland’s largest ever solar power purchase agreement in 2020, which is nearly 100%
installed and operating. We are now negotiating a second solar PPA, which we are
doing jointly with Howard County Community College and the Howard County Public
School System. Our 2023 Climate Forward plan includes installed solar capacity goals of
437 MW by 2030 and 1,133 MW by 2045. We are eager to gain a favorable SolSmart
designation to demonstrate publicly to residents and businesses that Howard County is
a place that embraces these values and welcomes others to invest in solar energy,
whether at their home, for their community or as a business. We are seeking resources
to help Howard County become a national model of solar policy and implementation as
mechanisms to: fight climate change; advance energy independence, and bolster
resilience in uncertain markets and increasingly intense weather conditions; and be wise
stewards of public resources.



